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PubMed Central (PMC) is the U.S. National Library of Medicine's free digital archive of 
biomedical and life sciences journal literature. 
 
PMC serves as a permanent archive, a platform for enriched linking, analysis, and use of 
research reports and data, and as a source of full-text articles linked to 
PubMed/MEDLINE citations. 
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• Free access to full-text articles and supporting data 
• A journal may delay free access to its content 
• Research articles are generally free in a year or less 
• Non-research articles may have a delay of 6-24 months depending on the journal 
• Full-text searching of current and back issue content via PMC Entrez 
• Citations for articles included in PubMed 
• Fully integrated with other Entrez databases – sequence data, taxonomy, books, 

etc. 
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There are two ways to search for full text articles in PMC: 
 
 

• Using the homepage search box  
 
 

 
 
 

• Click on Advanced Search to access other searching features available through 
Entrez. 



 
 

• Users can search the full text of the content deposited in PMC, including articles 
for which the full text is viewable only at the journal’s site.  

 
• Back issue content is also searchable via PMC Entrez. 

 
Example: Find articles about smoking and cancer in the British Medical Journal (BMJ) 

 

 
 



 
 

• Articles within PMC offer linking options to: Cited Articles, Cited Books, 
Taxonomy, PubMed, Compound, Subtance. 

 

 


